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sider her case as an exception "contrary to nature,"
allowed by God "for the comfort of His kirk," but
that if she based her title on her birth or on law,
"her felicity would be short."

Nevertheless Elizabeth adopted the bolder course.
The Lords of the Congregation were assured that Eng-
land would not see them crushed by French arms.
A small supply of money was sent to them. As to
the marriage with Arran, no positive answer was given;
but he was sent for to be looked at. When he came,
he was found to be even a poorer creature than his
father; at times, indeed, not quite right in his mind.
It was hard upon the Hamiltons, among whom were
so many able and daring men, that, with the crown
almost in their grasp, their chiefs should be such in-
capables. To Elizabeth it was no doubt a relief to
find that Arran was an impossible husband.

In the meantime 2000 French had arrived, and the
Lords were urgent in their demands for help. But
Elizabeth determined, and rightly, that they must do
their own work if they could. She was willing to
give them such pecuniary help as was necessary. But
the demand for troops was unreasonable. Fighting
men abounded in Scotland. Why should English
troops be sent to do their fighting for them, with the
certainty of earning black looks rather than thanks 1
If a large army was despatched from France, she would
attack it with her fleet. If it landed, she would send
an English army. But if the Lords of the Congrega-
tion did not beat the handful of Frenchmen at Leith
it must be because they were either weak or treacher-
ous. In either case Elizabeth might have to give up